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3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

Pr. Scott Trevithick 
 

SARAH LAUGHS  Unexpected Joy & Surprise 
GENESIS 18:1-15; 21:1-7 

 

Artist Hannah Garrity  “The Heir” 
 

GATHERING     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE      Eternal Sunshine to Our Hearts      Music by Louis Ling/Tatternew Productions 
 
GATHERING SONG 1:    Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing      ELW 389      

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM    

PRAYER OF THE DAY    

 

WORD     God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
BIBLE READING | SERMON TEXT       Genesis 18:1-15,  Genesis 21:1-7 
  

1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the 
day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to 
meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your 
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servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a 
little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your 
servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make 
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a 
calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk and 
the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10Then one said, “I will surely 
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance 
behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the 
manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I 
have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 
that I am old?’ 14Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you 
did laugh.” 

Genesis 21:1-7 
The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had promised. 2Sarah conceived and 
bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac 
to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God 
had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6Now Sarah said, 
“God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7And she said, “Who would ever 
have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 24:13-35 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.    Glory to you O Lord. 
 
13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17 And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?" 19 He asked them, "What 
things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 
and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at 
the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they 
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him." 25 Then he said to them, "Oh, how 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they 
urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he 
went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 
They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he 
was opening the scriptures to us?" 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found 
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the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!" 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known 
to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON    Sarah Laughs—Unexpected Joy and Surprise    by Pr. Scott Trevithick 

HYMN OF THE  DAY       Hallelujah, Your Love Makes Me  Sing   by Phillips, Craig and Dean 
          
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          

 
I believe in God, the Great Sewer— 
Who weaves us together in community,  
Collecting our loose ends and turning them into belonging.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit— 
Who hems us in before and behind,  
Catching us when we fall and writing us into God’s holy narrative.  
 
And I believe in Jesus Christ— 
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to disregard  
anyone as scrap.  
 
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,  
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.  
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,  
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.  
 
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics, 
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.  
And I believe that when life unravels, 
God is there to stitch my wounds together,  
To hold me in the palm of God’s hand, to tell me of love,  
And to invite me into a new journey.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are empowered to tell the story of your 
love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to this love.  
 
For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and for all the wild and 
endangered animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured and protected. We rejoice in seeing 
signs of recovery and healing in your creation.  
 
For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive us. Restrain the nations from 
fighting over limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of scarcity and violence. We pray for decision makers 
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in government and public health around the country and across the globe as they bear the responsibility of 
safeguarding people’s health. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those who are hungry, 
friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit  especially  Barbara W., Arlene, Kathryn, Chelise, 
Joan, Jennie, Dale, Sharon, Michelle, Jack, Ed, Haven, Shirley, and Barbara P.    
  

 We pray for Jennifer, Ciara’s sister, recovering from emergency gallbladder surgery.  
We pray for Pr. David, anticipating heart surgery. (Friend of Shirley and Jack in Los Altos.) 

  
 We pray now for those close to our hearts: 

For joys/thanksgivings, sorrows/burdens: 
 

Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith 
especially Chuck and for Shaji and pray for those who remember them and mourn their deaths.  

 
Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected life. Give us thankful hearts for 
those who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of new life with you.  
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  Traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   

          
OFFERTORY      Shelter Me   by Michael Joncas A Prayer-Song in the Time of the VOVID-19 Pandemic 

 
1. Shepherd and sheep, my God and I: 
to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by. 
You gave me rest by quiet springs 
and filled my soul with peace your loving presence brings. 
 
Chorus: 
 O shelter me, o shelter me: 
 The way ahead is dark and difficult to see 
 O shelter me, o shelter me: 
 All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 
2. Yet now I walk a diff’rent way; 
Death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day. 
I cannot find your peaceful place. 
But dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face.   Chorus 
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3. I will look back in days to come 
and realize your faithfulness has led me home. 
With tears of joy,  I’ll find my peace, 
trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me.  Chorus 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

SENDING     We are sent out to share God's message of love and grace 

 

BLESSING 
 
SENDING SONG DAY      I Come with Joy    ELW 482 

 
POSTLUDE       
 

UnRaveled  Series from A Sanctified Art | Sanctified Art   Used by Permission 
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“Shelter Me” by Michael Joncas  
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